City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

April 12, 2010

7:00 p.m.

The regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on April 12, 2010 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Nanette Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. Present were Mayor Nanette Rhodes, Council President Cyrus Wert, Carson Kindall, 

Rob Vowell and Nina Hawkins.  Also present were City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee, Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton, Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering, Roy Mink – Washington County Commissioner, Greg Mikel – Air Methods, Aaron Friel – Air Methods, Jack Marvin, Jeff Chance, Norma Rose, Dave Springer, Chuck Strickland, Lewis VanBibber, and Kevin M. Papineau. 

Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Nanette Rhodes welcomed patrons to the meeting and Nina Hawkins led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Consent Agenda – Rob Vowell made a motion to approve the consent agenda.   Cy Wert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously (approve current agenda, approve minutes of regular meeting March 8, 2010, and approve payment of bills).

Helipad at Washington County Fairgrounds – Greg Mikel St. Al’s/ St. Luke’s  - Greg S. Mikel and Aaron Friel from Air Methods (Lifeflight) addressed the council regarding a helipad being proposed at the Washington County Fairgrounds.  They thought the proposed sight at the Fairgrounds was a good one and that it was a better facility than the currently used Elementary School site.  It would be a designated LZ (Landing Zone).  The elementary school is the current LZ except when kids are there or the parking lot is full of cars.  The secondary LZ for this area is the Midvale Airport.  Greg Mikel commented that the lights at the elementary school are a problem.  Discussion was held regarding the type of base needed.  Mr. Mikel stated that most pads that are not used often, as this one would be are not constructed of concrete, rather usually compacted gravel or recycled asphalt.  His company uses three different crafts and the ones that would land here would be from McCall or Ontario.  This year there have only been six times the Cambridge Elementary School has been used as a landing zone.  Aaron Friel talked about the use of night vision goggles for the pilot as well as all of the crew.  He mentioned that most accidents occur at night and in severe weather between the hours of 3:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m.  Patron Jack Marvin asked the council if an accident were to occur is the Cambridge Fire Department equipped to handle such an accident.  He stated in his experience in the military helicopters do go down.  Norma Seid commented that she thought it would be good to have a better place to land because the school is so busy and other places are far away.  She thought a helipad at the Fairgrounds was a good idea even if the council did not give free water and sewer services for an emergency designation at the proposed site.  Jeff Chance wondered if the necessary dollars would always be allocated from the county for the construction and maintenance of the proposed helipad.  The council asked Mr. Mikel and Mr. Friel if they would be willing to look around the Cambridge area and see if the proposed site was the best site possible or if there were other sites that may be better.    They agreed to do that and get back to the council.  

Holladay Engineering Report  - Transportation, Streets, Roads, Water System and Wastewater System - Andy Gehrke of HE reported that the Draft FY2011 Priority List has been published by DEQ.  Cambridge is currently ranked 15 out of 44.  DEQ anticipates funding $250,000 for FY2011, with about $235,000 awarded initially.  This is approximately the top 12 applicants at this time.  There may be a chance that some on the list will not submit applications, so Cambridge could still move up before the final list is completed.  As an alternative, the City could proceed with a Facility Planning study without using DEQ grant funds.  This reduces the scope of work for environmental components (which are required by the Grant funding) or the City could proceed with portions as allowed by the budget.  For example, seepage testing, etc…  The city could do a do a portion and apply again next year and will likely be in the fundable range but of course it is still not guaranteed.  Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton stated he would like to do the seepage testing this summer if possible before the deadline gets close and there may be a backlog of others doing it as well.  Mr. Houghton would like to contact Strata for a price quote for the next meeting for the council to consider.  Andy Gehrke also reported on the Superior Street/Mill Rd Project.  He mentioned an ITD inspector had talked with Ernie Houghton regarding patching the dip after the bridge but had no final plans.  He was not sure why the inspector would have ITD do a patch rather than have the contractor fix the problem.  There was nothing to report on the water system at this time.

New Federal Trust Funds – Sidewalks - Ernie Houghton showed the council an article he had read in the Idaho Statesman regarding the new health care bill.  It talked about a new federal trust fund set up for different things including sidewalks.  Cambridge is still in need of sidewalks in several locations so he thought it might be good to look into this new funding.  The council thought it would be good to get some more information regarding this new fund.  Andy Gehrke of HE will look into the new fund and get back to the council.  It was also noted by councilmember Nina Hawkins the problem with some of the current sidewalks not being cleared in the wintertime.

Cambridge Rodeo Board Lease – Discussion was held regarding the City lease with the Cambridge Rodeo Board for the use of the rodeo arena and surrounding city property.  The City insurance carrier Morton & Company would like to see some new insurance language put in the lease and a draft copy of the new language was included in the council’s packets.  The possibility of doing a land swap or donation of property with the county was also discussed and more exploration of these possibilities were requested to be done.

Garbage Concerns at Rodeo Grounds – Lake Shore Disposal containers and Rodeo Board supply pile - Lake Shore Disposal has unused containers setting at the Rodeo Grounds that people are putting garbage in and dogs, wind, etc.  is spreading around the area.  Lakeshore had never talked with the Rodeo Board or the City to put these containers there.  After some discussion it was decided to have the Mayor contact Lake Shore Disposal about this garbage problem.  Also discussed was the tin and other items being blown away and scattered from the Rodeo Board supply pile.  Kevin Papineau President of the Cambridge Rodeo Board was in attendance and stated that one of the projects for the Rodeo Board this year was to clean up the scattered materials so this would take care of the problem.  

Mosquito Spraying – The proposed Washington County Mosquito Abatement District was discussed.  Mosquito spraying in the City was then discussed.  It will need to be decided if the City wants to spray again this year contracting with Midvale.   Mayor Rhodes said she had some items of concern about the current program and would like to do more research on the current program and how things are being done before any decision on mosquitoes was made.  It was agreed to have the Mayor do more research into the concerns. 

City Tax Levy and Property Value Decreases in County-   Discussion was held regarding the special meeting Mayor Rhodes and Clerk McKee attended regarding levies and property values with the Washington County Commissioners.  Property values in the County have decreased especially in the Weiser area.  This will cause levies to have to rise just for taxing districts to get the same dollars.  The Washington County Commissioners had asked all taxing districts to do what they could to avoid having to raise levies if possible.  Examples of estimates of rates were reviewed.  The council will consider the information presented and take it up at the next city council meeting.

Electronic City Code – Sterling Codifiers-   Mayor Rhodes informed the council that after some discussion with Clerk Sandra McKee she had decided to go ahead and have city code available in electronic form by Sterling Codifiers.  The City has their own website address to access code and it can be accessed on the Internet by anyone.  It will save on copies of new code, mailing costs, and administrative costs of keeping all of the codebooks.  As it looked like many codebooks were not kept up to date earlier new books will not have to be purchased as well.  The council was pleased with the idea and thought it would be beneficial to patrons as well.

Financial Reports and New Fund Balance Reporting – GASB Statement No. 54 – City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee discussed current financial statements with the council.  She also talked about the new GASB Statement No. 54 regarding fund balances that will need to be implemented starting with the fiscal period that ends June 30, 2011.

Cambridge Chapter for the 200 Cities Book – Bunderson 2nd Edition - The council reviewed the copy of Senator Bunderson’s 2nd edit of the Cambridge chapter for the Idaho’s 200 Cities book.  A few names needed corrected and the Cambridge Library and Community Clinic needed added.  Also the council asked if Mayor Rhodes would write up a little more regarding the vision for 2050.  Mayor Rhodes has been working on this project so she will make the necessary corrections to be sent back.

Adjourn – Nina Hawkins made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Carson Kindall seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at 9:08 p.m.

____________________________________       ________________________________

Sandra McKee, City Clerk


       Nanette T. Rhodes, Mayor
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