City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

January 14, 2013
7:00 p.m.

A regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on January 14, 2013 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Nanette Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Nanette Rhodes, Council President Cyrus Wert, Mary James, and Jeff Chance. Also present were City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee (Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton was absent), Andy Gehrke of HE, Deputy M Gonzales of WCSO, and Nina Hawkins.
Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Nanette Rhodes welcomed patrons to the meeting and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Consent Agenda – Mary James made a motion to approve the consent agenda (approve current agenda, approve public hearing minutes, approve minutes of  regular city council meeting, and approve payment of bills) and to move item #10 to item #6 and renumber down from there. Jeff Chance seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Holladay Engineering Report - Transportation, Streets, Roads, Water System and Wastewater System – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering had nothing new to report except what will be talked about in item #3.
DEQ FY2011 Wastewater Planning Grant #341-2011-7 – Draft of Facility Plan – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering reported that work is underway on the EID and a Letter of Interest was submitted for the selected Alternative A.  Mr. Gehrke suggested that the council make another motion for final approval of Alternative A as the comment period has now expired.  No written comments were received during the public comment period that ended December 31, 2012.    Mary James made a motion to formally accept Alternative A for the Letter of Interest for the Wastewater Facility Plan.  Jeff Chance seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
DEQ Letter of Interest for Wastewater Loan Funding – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering reported that the Letter of Interest was submitted.
Accept Resignation of Councilmember Matthew Cox – Councilmember Matthew Cox submitted a letter of resignation dated January 3, 2013.  Jeff Chance made a motion to accept the resignation of Councilmember Matthew Cox.  Mary James seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Appoint New Councilmember to Fill Vacancy – Mayor Rhodes recommended that Nina Hawkins be appointed to the council to fill the vacancy created by Matthew Cox’s resignation.  Mary James made a motion to appoint Nina Hawkins as councilmember.  Jeff Chance seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Street Report for FY 2012 – City Clerk Sandra McKee reported that once again about half of the property taxes received by the city went to streets.  This year the general fund transfer to streets was $22,246.00.  The city is only able to do patching and routine maintenance on our streets even with this transfer.  If the personal property tax is repealed by the state this year and is not replaced this could have an impact on what we are able to do on our streets.
Personal Property Tax Impact on City if Repealed by State – Discussion was held regarding the legislature’s proposal to repeal the personal property tax.  City Clerk Sandra McKee stated that this past year the city’s personal property tax was $3,494.00 which is 7.74% of the property tax amount received.  It doesn’t sound like much but still will have an impact on our budget.  That is about the amount we spend on police protection.  It was reported that the hardest hit districts in Cambridge would be the Cambridge School District which would lose $67,977.00 or 24.44% and the Cambridge Library District would lose $11,807 or 26.90%.  Mayor Rhodes and City Clerk Sandra McKee will be attending a meeting of all taxing districts in Washington County and hope to learn more on this subject.
Prune Trees in City ROW – It was reported that Kermit Wiggins of CTC had offered the use of a bucket truck and worker if the city would provide a person to prune or tell a worker how to prune the trees in the city ROW downtown.  After much discussion it was decided to thank Kermit Wiggins for the offer but the council wasn’t sure of a qualified person to provide the pruning or instruction that didn’t work for a company.  The mayor was going to ask Mr. Wiggins if the offer of the truck could possibly be used to change the city flags on the telephone poles instead.
Comprehensive Plan Draft for Updating – Discussion was held concerning the goals and vision sections of the plan.  The council will come back to the next meeting with their suggestions for goals and vision to go over.
Adjourn – Mary James made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Cy Wert seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at 7:37 p.m.

____________________________________       ________________________________

Sandra McKee, City Clerk


       Nanette T. Rhodes, Mayor

