City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

September 12, 2011

7:00 p.m.

A regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on September 12, 2011 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Nanette Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Nanette Rhodes, Council President Cyrus Wert, Rob Vowell, Carson Kindall, and Matthew Cox.  Also present were City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee, Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton, Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering, Nina Hawkins, Chuck Strickland, Jeff Chance, and Bernice Berardinelli.

Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Nanette Rhodes welcomed patrons to the meeting and Matthew Cox led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Consent Agenda – Rob Vowell made a motion to approve the consent agenda (approve current agenda, approve minutes of regular city council meeting and public hearing on budget FY2012 August 8, 2011, and approve payment of bills) to include a bill from Holladay Engineering to be put on the bill list for Wastewater Facility Plan #6 Request in the amount of $3,250.00.  Carson Kindall seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Holladay Engineering Report  - Transportation, Streets, Roads, Water System and Wastewater System – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering reported that the contractor has completed the bridge deck repairs on the Superior Street/Mill Rd Project STP-388 (103).  Repairs included removal of existing asphalt and membrane and installation of new membrane and asphalt.  He also stated that the photograph the City provided from the National Guard helicopter during the Jan 1997 flood was approximately a 500-year flood based on the FEMA Flood Insurance Study and the USGS gaging station data.  Work is still underway on the development of alternatives for collection system and treatment facility improvements for the DEQ Wastewater Planning Grant

DEQ FY2011 Wastewater Planning Grant #341-2011-7 – Work is still in progress - nothing requiring action.

Utility Charge and Late Charge Questions & Request – Cambridge Metal – John Whitner – John Whitner had requested to speak with the council regarding late charges and utility billing.  He was not present at the meeting.  City Clerk Sandra McKee explained to the council some of his questions including if cities could legally charge late charges on utilities and how rates are determined.  Mr. Whitner will have to ask to be on the agenda again if he still has questions for the council.

Ordinance #4-2011 – Water & Sewer Procedures and Fees, Firearms Concealed Carry Rule, and Changing Title Public Works Supervisor to Public Works Superintendent – After some review and discussion Carson Kindall made a motion to introduce and read Ordinance #4-2011 by title only under suspension of rules and regulations.  The motion was seconded by Rob Vowell and a roll call vote was taken with Councilmember Kindall aye, Councilmember Cox aye, Councilmember Vowell aye, and Councilmember Wert aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  Carson Kindall read Ordinance #4-2011 by title only.  Carson Kindall then made a motion to suspend the rules and regulations and waive the 2nd and 3rd readings and vote on Ordinance #4-2011.  Rob Vowell seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Councilmember Kindall aye, Councilmember Cox aye, Councilmember Vowell aye, and Councilmember Wert aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  Carson Kindall made a motion to pass Ordinance #4-2011 under suspension of rules and regulations on one reading by title only.  The motion was seconded by Matthew Cox.  The clerk took a roll call vote with Councilmember Kindall aye, Councilmember Cox aye, Councilmember Vowell aye, and Councilmember Wert aye.  The motion passed unanimously.

City Property Line at Cambridge Rodeo Grounds and Fencing  - The council reviewed a proposal for building a fence on the property line.  After discussion the council decided to wait on fencing and to postpone any action until they have an update from bordering property owners who believe property lines are still not correct.  Steve Berardinelli is having another independent survey done in mid October.  Kim Braun has stated he is having his attorney look into the property in question.  The city attorney will send a letter to Kim Braun and his attorney stating the City position.

Draft Zoning Changes for New Ordinance – The city council discussed some zoning problems especially with the city industrial zone including Mary Ann Ford’s and many other properties along Commercial Street.  The council would like to work on reviewing zoning especially the industrial zone and to work on new definitions and zoning ordinance to get everything in zoning to match.  A working draft will be on the agenda for the next meeting.  

City ROW Landscaping and Beautification on Hwy 95 and Hwy 71 including Central Business District – Discussion was held concerning the City ROW plan.  Nick Petitmermet, President of the Cambridge Commercial Club had talked with City Clerk Sandra McKee regarding street vendors during Hells Canyon Days.  The Cambridge Commercial Club has not been controlling vendors for the event and would rather not be involved with the vendors.  They believe this is up to the city.  They have been getting calls from vendors and would like to know what to tell them regarding street vendors.  After some discussion the council decided that they would like business owner input before anything is put in place and would like their input at the October council meeting.  Mayor Rhodes apologized to Councilmemember Vowell for not reviewing his draft sign ordinance he had been working on earlier.  The council went through the draft sign ordinance and made changes to be brought back next month to the council.  Discussion was held regarding off premise and on premise signs and if this needs to be put in the sign ordinance.  Matthew Cox reported on trees for downtown.  Fruitland Nursery only had small trees so he will look into another vendor for bigger trees.  He has offered to remove the two dead trees and plant the new trees.  

Adjourn – Matthew Cox made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Carson Kindall seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at 9:43 p.m.

____________________________________       ________________________________

Sandra McKee, City Clerk


       Nanette T. Rhodes, Mayor

